Baﬂ [ ake Area /'7’/’51'0/:9:
Kai/roaals & Mlhlhg on the

C uyuna Kangc

T his is a story of railroads, mining, immigration and entreprencurs . [t includes visionaries,
gutsy men magng nﬁs@g, /7g/l stakes investments, boom and bust towns and workers, ELY of
them immigrants, toi/lhg ina c/irty and a’angcrous environment. At best, it’s a summary,
covering on/y a few of the key characters and events. [fit spanés an interest, learn where and
how to [7uy the C. uyuna Czuntry [Historical Freservation 50(:1’6@ books [75 going to the

/"]’l’stO{y Fr rcjcct page on Bay['akc. org.
Baﬂ [_akc /s on/y a few miles from the southern ca’gc of the C uyuna /ron Kangc.

Dluration: About 10 minutes.
Click or scroll to advance the slides.

Crcc/it goes to all of the real historians and authors who have written about our area. 5cc the last slde
for the sources. T/)c accuracy of the details isn’t guaran tccaf but the basics are true.
Qucstfons orcomments : C ontact /) aul E rickson at cn}:;ésonpau/suc@ao/ com
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Kailroad ExFa nsion &

/mm[gra tion




/n 1870, Cu /crAdams, 18, who came from a
“well to do”® igmly, went to NE Minnesota to
trade & tra]p. W/ﬂc there he learned about
mining from men sccb}vg jron ore on what later

became the \/ermillion Kangc.

When he heard about the NF’s cxpansion P/ans
he Eou‘g/ﬂ' /atgc quantities of NIF stock which he
[ater cxc/-)angcc/ for 1 00,000 acres of Nor‘t'/7
Da,éota farmland ( that the L/ﬁ Govemment
had given to the NF as an incentive to build
their transcontinental line). [Je then moved to

North PDakota where he sold bis Ao/d;hgs to

new farmers at a substantial Prof;’t:

.Il‘l‘l p

._\_'/T/g[’ﬁ.\’?’ 2

Jni18 Jie he used some of his fortune to )purc/rase Primc timber land south of
Deerwood and to build a home on Keno [ ake.



Gcorgc C ros[{y

Jn 1886, Gcorgc Crosby, 25, went to the
/’ﬁﬁﬁing area to search foriron ore.

[Fe was /qgﬁ/ successtul and became
wca/i'/y [95 sell ing and /easthg his claims to

mihfhg compambs.

W/?i/c on the Mesabi K ange, he felt the /iving conditions of the miners was
cfcp/oraé/c.



. uy/cr’s [Disco very

/n 1888, { two years after Gcorgc Crosbﬂ went to look for

ore on the Mesabi K angc) while survcgthg/uis fand ) W of
Dccrwoocf, C uy/cr’s compass moved erra tt?::a//y anaf based on

what he had learned on the Vermi//lbn Kangc, he suspcctca/

that there was iron ore.

e spcnt the next two years cxp/onhg the area, /carnlbg
about mining and securing the most Promfsing sites. /"/c
concluded there was a “north range” north of5cfpcnt [__a,éc

and a “south range” south of [Deerwood. L/n/tléc the Mﬁsabi
Kange, the ore was well below the surface.

[n 1901 (after 13 years of secrecy), be told W. C.. White, a
well established and connected Puluth la wyer (who he’d

w B/
oren NI F
known while in North [Dakota) who owned a summer home aged i

near his home on Keno [_ake. White would become his

Partncr and Primary connection to investors.

(Adams wasn’t the first person to believe there was iron ore in this area. A tleast three
unsuccesstula ttcmpi's were made to find ore c/cposits between 1862 and 188 e )



,45 be 6xjobrcc{ the area C uy/cr was
consisten t{g acc:ompam’c‘c] [)5 his St

DPernard, ( Jna.

f ventuall, , the area became known as the

e uyuna Kangc.




77:@ “/ron Orc K ush”

/'7 rom] 200 to 910, events unfolded a’ramatica/@ and rapicﬂy

E;f/ora tion was extensive. | and values rose and fell on rumors.
a

Adams & White formed Oreland Minfng Compang with F/ans to
mine southwest of [Deerwood and south of Kabbit [ ake.

Gcorgc Crosby came to the area and secured land near Kabbit
[ akein 1905. K cmﬂmﬁcrlhg the dcp/orab/c conditions on the

Mesabi Kangc, Cros[y founded the town of Cros[y which he
c/ﬂsfgnca’ to /7{g/7c3r standards.

K nowing many of the miners would be immigrants
(that had been recruited on the docks in Puluth) :
" l i';'}l “k\h

6. ros[vy built atfordable /L/ousing on lots /argc
'ﬁoncymoon K ow” houses are still in use t'oc/ay. T AN

cnougﬁ for vcgcta[a/c garc/cns. Mang of his

After d;isaplooﬁ? ting results S W of Deerwood, Adams found /7{g/7 ua/i{g ore on his
Kabbit | ake site in 1909. Ovem{gﬁt the town of (_ uyuna became a Zoom town and the
new town of Cros[zg grewtoa Popu/ation of 3,000 by 1970.



Kailroad Service

Kecognizing that the mines would need rail [\
transporta tion for outbound iron ore and ' =
inbound 5u}opﬁés, C uy/er - Adams [)egan
negotiations with the Northern Facitic
rcgarcﬁ}vg rates and the 4 miles of connecting
track that would be rcquirca’ between
Deerwood and the Kabbit [ ake site.

T he Northern Facitic wouldn’t give Adams
what he wanted so he bcgan secret
discussions with Soo [ ine Fresident, [~ d
e ennington. A/t/mugﬁ the Soo [ ine didn’t
have track in the area, t/n:y needed a direct

route from Nort'/7 Dakoi'a to Du/ut/7 for
wﬁcatsﬁz}omcnts. T/)Cﬂ soon struck a deal.
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The Soo Line Historical and Technical Saciety/Rick Jahnson
Adams Mine
{Oreland) Legend:

As part of his agreement with the Soo [ ine, Adams formed the C uyuna Jron Kangc
Kailroad, and b%an bui/a’ing track from the Kabbit [ ake site toward Aitkin.

Jir. vergyone, inc/ua'/hg the N/D, the town of Aitkin and land sloccu/a tors, tﬁoug/n? the new
railroad would connect with the INF and that Aitkin would be the hub.

Put then the Soo [ ine 5ua'c{¢n(g announced and built a new northern line down tﬁroug/:
McGrcgoz: Adam’s )éc'lof: /:aying track bcyonc/ ' Ajtkin to connect with the new fine at what
would become La wler....... and then sold the C uyuna /ron Kange Ka//road' to the 500 [_/nc.



More Mines, /\/Ior K ailroads

: \(_ Rabbit Lake
ThoHmald ' 27

As more mines were ojocncc/, more rail connections were needed. [7a ving sold the (. uyuna

/ron Kangc Kai/roac] to the 500 Linc, Adams then formed the C uyuna Nort/:cm Kalilroacf

to serve the new locations. [ his time he connected bis railroad to the NF. [n1914, be sold
it to the Northern Facific.



NE/Soo [ ine Jofnt Opcra ting
Agrccmcnt

[n 1925, the Soo [ ine determined that their ore dock in [Duluth needed
extensive rcpal}*s and, rather than invest more money, t/my negotia ted a
_Joint Opcr:a ting Agrccmcnt that allowed their cars to unload at the NI
ore dockin 1928.

A year later the two railroads agreed to merge their (. uyuna [Kange
opera tons /eacﬁ}vg to the removal of t'rac;éagc and c/epots that were no
/ongcr needed.
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1920 Croft Mine in Crosby, Minnesota. Postcard from
Edith Joseph collection

[tis hard forus to imagine what the bui/a//hgs and /andscapé Jooked fike 100 years ago. With
the exception of the Oreland Mine, these loicturcs were all taken within 2 miles of (1 rosby.
(/\/otc\éz:lpcnt [ ake in the laac,égrouncf of the P/'cture of the Fortsmouth Opcn it Mine.)



Mines & Miners ((_ontinued)

T he /\/}'i/)(ora'v and K cnncc{g mines rcquirc 5jpcc1ia/ mention:

The K cnnca’ﬂ Mine
near Rabbit [ ake (the
onglha/ disco very site
Jn 1924, the of. /l{gﬁ grac/c ore and
Mitford /\)/linc; a /liéc/y the most
shaft mine (vs. ’ successtul of tﬁc’
open Pit) fHooded Sttcs) was a shaft mine.

,éi///hg * e But when demand for

ore peaked durin

W 2z the cast half
of Kabbit [ ake was
drained and rcP/a ced
by an open Pit mine.




T his acrial P/?:turc was taken aiming
southwest. Tﬁc /D ortsmouth open pit'
mine (#2 in the Picturc) was on the
northwestern cc/gc of Crosé and the
Croft shatt mine (not shown) was on the
northern cc{gc of the town.

T he Kabbit [ ake
sites and the town
of C uyuna are off
to the left of the
Io/mto and the
Kiverton and
Tﬁromma/c/ areas
are below the

Io/:oto so thisis
ust a Portfon of the

C uyuna Kangc.
T/rc dark blue [akes

were mines.

| &

Deervoed

Mille Lacs Lake

1. Serpent Lake.

2. Portsmouth Pit Lake
3. Peanington Pit Lake
y. Feigh Pit Lake

5. Hillcrest Pit Lake

6. Huntington Pit Lake
Martin Pit Lake.

8. Black Hool Lake

9. Arco Pit Lake

10. Alstead Pit Lake

1 1. Mahnomen Pit Lake
12. Mahnomen Pit Lake 82

13. Mahnomen Pit Lake #3

14. City of Croshy
15. City ol Ironton
6. North Hillcrest Pit Lake.




(_onstruction ( ﬁa//cngcs




F. assenger Oervice

T he trains moved more than ore and su P//bs. & assengerservice Ecgan & months
’pn'or to the ore 5/lljomcnt5.

/mm{grants /ana’ing in Duluth were recruited on the docks and then transporfcc/ west
to work in the mines. | he train left Puluth at 7:20 AM and arrived in ( ros[y at

Noon.

Bﬂ 1912, the trains included Farlor ars and passengers from the [ron Kangc could
make a’ay t'n/'o.s to Du/ut/: and Du/ut/7 area residents could travel to the “resort
areas” and passengers f}'om either end could connect at Moosc Lakc to travel to

M/bncapol;is.



Crosby
Note Old Rail Bed
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[ S— ; T he siding was a’es{gnca’ to be
a“Y?a /owing trains to turn
7716 Crosby Soo [ ine c/epot js located around.

behind Super \/alue. [tis now a wonderful
museum. 7556 éui/c//hg was 100 years old in
20170.



7_/1:: NF c/cpat was built in7 871. Jt was located
where the lpané /s toc]ay. /t was dcstro.gcd by fire
inl1915. A brick rcp/accmcnt was built in 19217 cc,woo CPO ts
and demolishedin 1987.
Jnabout 1914, the NIF built a line that ran behind 5 ’d’ = <
the current location of, Magnum Macﬁfning to é) , I n g 5 /
service the Oreland site 4 miles SWof
Deerwood.

In7 270, the 500 L/nc built a fine 5E of Dc:arwoodv to NP |ine to
5upp{9 coal to the new Cuyuna Fower Compang. A OreIL%nd Sitg¢
a’cpot was built southeast of the current intersection of -
hi ﬁwags 8& 10. [twas moved to Rivertonin 1922
icausc the owcrplant was rcp/:acad b‘y dams in
. 5y/van and i ager, passenger tratfic was down due to

nNnew r O&CJS anc/ /umﬁcr was JOWB bccausc t/m arca /736/

bCGﬂ /aggcd 0#:

7 he Soo [ ine c/cloot was cut into sections for the move to Kiverton.



[ he Kise & Fall OFAn /na’usti:g

/n g0 the Cuguna Kangc
bcgan SILII}DPI}‘Ig jron ore.

Within J years, the volume
reached 2,588,106 tones.
T hat's ap roxima fe{g
40,000 carloads 5/7/P,pcc/
during the 8 months that
the C;fcat Lakcs are open
orabout 2 trains of 8 7
cars per c/ag, A a’ays a
week. A substantial
/oglistica/ and commercial
accomp/tﬁs/)mcnt ...... ata
time when little else was
goingonin this area.

/n 1919, cmp/qgmcnt f)ca,éca'
at 2,747 men.



T he Kise & Fall Of pay /nc/ustty
((_ontinued)

Volume and cmp/oymcnt declined
drama tica//y dunbg the Jﬁprcsstbn and then
ramped up to record levels c/un'ng World
l/{/;rz when the demand for steel was
cxccptlbnaélg strong.

Aﬁ'cr that the C uyuna Kangc grac{ua/{g went
out of business. | he last S/I{Pﬂlcni' was in
] 984

Mother Nature filled the open pit mincs with
water. Toc]a tﬁcy are fakes and the C uyuna
[ akes T rail Association has installed scenic

lookouts and a wonderful ne twork of bike
trails.




Oources

T he contents of this presenta tion
came from an interview with_Jim
Nelson, a BayLakcr with a Pass:bn
for railroad ﬁ/ﬁstory (z ap roPr/fa i'c{g
seated in the original rosby Soo
[ ine choot.ﬂ and these books.

5@6 how and where to
bug the C uyuna

C oun t'ry books on the
/’ﬁstory F rojcct page at
BayLa,éc. org.






